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FEDOBRICHLREELFTHAT S, 72 v 7 Rd, 22 —F—2»0RoTRAETVERIIHMLHE
52T, 750005 FATEOBMNZEMEE, ZOBETHED 2 DICEL ZHREZERLLIILH
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. B, FH. ZW. REFZ0IDHLTEIITISNE, BEUBEOWTFhOKEIIB T
by HEW@RIEH 218 &, RODPOHFFL 2 EZIIT T, ZOERIHENT Sh 3 7 —0ff &
BYBAESICEITLEFSTL B [ B DB & &R D FEBE U722 BURICH 3 2 S 2 3T
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HIZHE L Tv: 5 | (Frayling) [WEEEOEDE I 2 BTV 5 ] (Loveridge) [#




By R BAZAR LSS E 6, 143-156 (2011)

ROMMEICHT 2D E LTHFY R FFBRT B L0 ERBEF -7, 271 T OREILDT

WAEBE~OEWE RO BB E SbeEf] (Taylor) [T 5 &K Wk, DBEFRL O
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(RGBT A7)y 7 ADBVHIE, BERICHITZI F—0RAZERITRAD LN TV,

I disagree. I really do. Look at it calmly - fifteen or twenty years after they kicked Nixon
out of the White House he had one of the biggest funerals since Abraham Lincoln. Is that
true or isn't it? .. . Believe me, Henri, in politics there is only one sacred rule - nobody clearly
remembers anything. (23)

7x) vy A%, BBAB#E=2 Y~ (Richard Nixon, 7£1969-74) DiERE., Fh i B4 ITKIZH
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. BRESRTWBDTHED%, 72 v 7 AFZBLTIT—RBHVTVWEDTH S,
LHAHAZIIE, FEERDOTRYSVBOTADRATL B AT 1 TITHTHHBH 5. B
BOELHIC, 720927 RiE, AHFD 1T RBFEFHRICT LETR LN SREICTAAN
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190) #9302 AF 4 THIHDIAH L — b LABREN, ZOBOWEOREICRI 572, T4
EY— 7~ (Timothy James McVeigh, 1968-2001) @R TH %, 19954FEICA 7 TR T T 4
BIREF C VB EIRE D, 168% DB E M2, [20014E1C7 A ) # FKE 5T 0 BF5E
X2FCTTAV IR EREOFuEMLBINTH LI 0BBREHROTIN< 7 XA 3B HRE S
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The Vietnam War, for example, began . . .. Which was set off, mind you, by a night attack
upon a United States warship by a Vietnamese gunboat in the Gulf of Tonkin. It's now a
quite certain the attack never happened. This was a fiction, a poem; but fifty-six thousand
Americans and two million Vietnamese had to die before the two sides got fed up reciting
it. (75)
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-+ he [Ralph] certainly exists in the mind of the desperately poor peasant — he is the liberator;
for the General his crucifixion will powerfully reinforce good order, so he must exist ... and I
know a suicidal young woman [Jeanine] of high intelligence who insists that he has restored
her will to live, so for her he certainly exists. And needless to say, for you [Skip), of course . . .
his execution will sell some very expensive advertising, so you are committed to his existing.

-+ T understand he [Stanley] is a drug addict. I needn’'t say more; he could be put away for the
rest of his life unless he cooperates. Drug-taking is a felony in this country. (74)
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STANLEY:... I really wish you'd tell him he’s got to live. ..
You're the only one who could save him, Jeanie. Please, for all of us. Make him
live.

JEANINE, to Stanley: All right, I want him alive. We haven't the greatness to deserve his
death. (102, 104)
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SKIP: We've got thirty-five minutes of sun. ... the sun is rapidly going down so may I have
the favor of a quick reply? ... we have fifteen minutes of sun...! (106-109)

HALE: The sun will rise in a few minutes. (The Crucible 119)
PARRIS: The sun is up, Excellency! (The Crucible 131)
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HENRI: There is nothing, my dear, nothing but one’s family, if one can call that a faith. ...
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The world will never again be changed by heroes; ... One must learn to live in the
garden of one’s self. (91, to Jeanine)

STANLEY: ... he [Ralph] could be god like . .. in a more general inspirational way. I mean
the actual improvements would just have to be up to us, that's all. (103, to
Jeanine)

DT TR 2V, BR. XERZESZHEHEOFCHRLED T Lk, &
WIHIDTH b, Tld, ERY EZAETRIZI VDD, S EDOLIY) Z2E LY - THSZIT 0%
KHLZ35TLEIDPDBLALWERDEBAV —DEEIIVEEPBILBRELNES, HO
T—= Vo THEDPFHL DL, TRE] &) 00 TH L, BREKREN O V—= VHH
BL. AV —IEIRKEORWIERBULBIZH o720 FNTPD0 LAM—DAI BB EZITH
B0 LIEWVAZ, HIRLTWALLWI I —RZHBEEEY, 72V v 7 AR I ) —ICEDLPNTHE
BEIOIZL T2 AV ) —=T3 %, BIFETI., REICTTLR50D IIWENLZIDICLEE S
TWh, THDXHIRALE, RBOWY EZAPRIC [RE] THsrLLTH, Bl LABHR/HE
REBHPICRDHEDICD S ERPT, Hr LVWEZEZL LAERZ v,

Newcity StageDFFE L. TOREZBTHRET H2PHBRTEHPDRAL ¥ MEI32H5 LABRTWVS
—FHICBRT B0 5 BARAERELBZ AT 55, BRNICHEDOD 2844 1EY
LT BHERTED. TLT, TOBDPLMOIDEZZTIEHL, B0V AvE—T%RDX
HVETHEAFRESEEEA), LALZFRW RIS, BULERH>TALZEEDT, MRS
AEGERoTwd, LRATVS, HEREBINTERERIBCRTREL 22 0MEmiE.
MEiTvz, ZNETICLVERLREN RN EZADT, FILLZOMD L DITHBLY
HWRERSTWD, MERIZ, IT—HHFERROIILZIAV FEERLTWS,

“We have a terrific chance to do wonders, ... I still have this crazy American belief that
everything is possible. It gets more and more difficult to sustain that belief, but I'm not ready
to give it up.” (Combs)
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Notes
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8 Cf. Wikipedia 54 Y — » w24 ] (accessed 22 Oct. 2010).

Y Cf "Newly declassified documents have provided more evidence the Johnson administration

faked the Gulf of Tonkin incident to escalate the Vietnam War. The alleged 1964 attack on U.S.
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warships by North Vietnamese was used as a pretext to increase bombing and troop deployments
in Vietnam. But a report from the National Security Agency concludes no attack happened that
night.”” “NSA: ‘No Attack Happened' in Gulf of Tonkin,” Democracy Now! (10 Jan. 2008) .
<http://www.democracynow.org/2008/1/10/headlines#9> (accessed 20 Oct. 2010).
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Abstract

Arthur Miller's Resurrection Blues
as a Satirical Warning Play

Keiko SAEKI

Resurrection Blues is Arthur Miller’s penultimate play. It is an extreme satirical farce about
modern politics, faith and contemporary media-obsessed society. The story is set in an unnamed
Latin American country that is a so-called banana republic. A Christ-like man was arrested. He is
said to be able to perform miracles and has achieved popularity among the impoverished citizens.
The military dictator of the country, Felix, has sentenced him to be crucified and comes up with
an idea of selling the rights to broadcast the crucifixion to an American television production team,
which would offer big money to him and his country to help the national economy. There are
many conflicts among people who urge the crucifixion or try to prevent it. At the end of the play,
the Christ-like man disappears without giving any message.

Critics have criticized this play as feeble, week, lumbering, rambling or unfinished. Certainly
we needn’t compare this play with Death of the Salesman or The Crucible. But is this “the great
man’s Swan song” ? Even if it is, this swan is angry against the commercialism of opportunistic
media, the venality of politicians, a media-obsessed society, blood-thirsty common people, obsessive
religion, and art which takes people’s eyes away from the actual reality.

This is an imaginary story of an imaginary country, but by writing this play Miller is
directing his attention to actual societies, especially the U.S.A. In fact, his characters say, for
example, “after they kicked Nixon out of the White House he had one of the biggest funerals since
Abraham Lincoln. .. nobody clearly remembers anything” or “it’s now a quite certain the attack [by
a Vietnamese gunboat in the Gulf of Tonkin] never happened. This was a fiction, a poem,” or “people
are shot on television every ten minutes; bang-bang, and they go down like dolls, it's meaningless.”
Resurrection Blues makes us recognize our actual worlds - for example, the American media that
accompanied by bids to carry the execution of the Oklahoma bomber, Timothy James McVeigh
live on the internet, or countries rushing to war under false pretenses after 9/11, or common
people concerned about money more than a life or moral.

It seems obvious that Miller was conscious of The Crucible when writing Resurrection
Blues. Both plays center on religious folks and crushing governors, an injudicious witch-hunt and
the planned execution of a seemingly God-like prisoner, as one critic writes. Furthermore, Miller is
writing Resurrection Blues in the context of his contemporary worlds, as he was writing 7%e Crucible
in the face of McCarthyism. This play gives us a question, “what would happen if Christ were to
appear in the world today?” After the Christlike man disappeared without showing himself and
giving any message, a character, who has professed to be his disciple, says, “the actual improvements
would just have to be up to us.” This satirical farce is Miller's rebuke to the contemporary society
and a serious warning to us all. He wants all of us bear responsibility for our future.
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