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The formation and current status of the view
of the elderly in Japan

Hiroshi TESHIMA
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Abstract

The view of the elderly in Japan traditionally was a view that is based on the idea of respect for the elderly. This has
changed in the period of high economic growth. Now there is an underlying view that the elderly are weak coupled with
this attitude of respect, creating a double structure of these mixed views. Government aims for elderly people not to depend
on the system and has encouraged the elderly to participate in society actively. However, it has not managed to change
the duplex structure. In such circumstances, the elderly were not able to see themselves positively. However, some elderly
have spoken out opposing this situation, making their will known in society. From now on, it is necessary understand the
maturation of human development and the diversity of the elderly in order to create a society in which the elderly can live

with dignity and independence.

Key words : view of the elderly, mutual understanding between the generations, human development, ageism



