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Abstract

We conducted a semi-structured interview regarding a case in which a patient suffered a psychosocial impact after
implantation with an implantable cardioverter defibrillator (ICD). In that case, the ICD was withdrawn at the patient’s
request seven years after ICD implantation. We analyzed the interview contents phenomenologically and decided to clarify
the essence of the psychosocial impact of the case. As a concept constituting the psychosocial impact of this case, five
factors were determined : inconvenient decision to implant ICD, psychological impact due to restriction on daily life by ICD
implantation, interpretation of disease condition affected by way of life, encounter with physician who allowed ICD removal,
and all-inclusive medical treatment including individual medical care. Furthermore, the influence of “the patient’s life
history” was considered to be the essence of constituting those factors. In order to solve psychosocial problems such as in this
case, team medicine in which multiple medical personnel collaborate and a physical therapist with a thorough understanding

of both the patient’s life history and symptoms contribute to better team medical practice.

Key words: implantable cardioverter defibrillator, psychosocial influence, life history, phenomenological analysis



