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Reflections of a part-time speech-language and
hearing therapist: A clinical report

Fumi TAMAI
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Abstract

Looking back on my career as a speech-language and hearing therapist for children with communication disorders, I
learned a lot from meeting these children with various disabilities and their families. These disabilities included multiple-
handicaps with intellectual disabilities, cerebral palsy, hearing impairment, acquired higher brain dysfunction due to brain
trauma and encephalitis, and developmental disorders such as autism spectrum disorder. Sometimes I could only be by their
side and watch, but it was important that there were things they wanted to express, that they had the means to express them,
and that they had someone who wanted to receive them. I hope that these children will be understood by people close to
them, that they can enjoy life at home and in the community with peace of mind, have a sense of self-affirmation, and have a

fulfilling way of life as a person.

Key words: communication disorders in children, speech-language and hearing therapist, developmental support,
community cooperation



