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HFT : United States. Bureau of the Census, Statistical Abstract of the United
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Fraginals, El ingenio: complejo economico social cubano del aziicar,
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HHT © Willett & Gray’s Weekly Statistical Sugar Trade Journal, January 4, 1900, pp. 8-9; Alfred S. Eichner, The
Emergence of Oligopoly: Sugar Refining as a Case Stusy, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1906, p. 343.
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HiFF © James D. Richardson, comp., A Compilation of the Messages and Papers of the Presidents, Vol IX, 1902,
EBook #13617, pp. 121-25; United States Congress. Senate, Levy and Collection of Taxes in Porto Rico,
Senate Document No. 300, 56th Congress, 1st Session (1900), pp. 61-101.
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Abstract

The Wilson-Gorman Tariff and the Cuban Independence Revolution

Naoyuki KODAIRA

This paper is concerned primarily with the effects of the Wilson-Gorman Tariff on
the Cuban sugar economy, which some scholars insist triggered the Cuban Revolution.
Unexpectedly, however, they misunderstand those effects.

A distinguished historian, Louiz A. Pérez, Jr., argues that the Wilson-Gorman Tariff
repealed the privileged status of Cuban sugar in the United States and caused a devastating
blow to the island. The Wilson-Gorman Tariff certainly annulled the Foster Canovas Treaty, a
reciprocal agreement, but it had never given the privileged status to Cuban sugar. Therefore
its repeal caused no severe results.

Furthermore, Pérez, Louis E. Aguilar, and Walter LaFeber insist that the Wilson-Gorman
Tariff drastically decreased the export of Cuban sugar in 1896. Indeed, the production
diminished, but it was not the result of the Wilson-Gorman Tariff but of the Liberation Army’s
strategy, which aimed to sabotage and destroy the Cuban economy.

The Wilson-Gorman Tariff and the Spanish reaction certainly changed the trade
relationship between the United States and Cuba. Its effects, however, appeared not on the

Cuban sugar export but the Cuban importation from it, such as foodstuffs.



